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Achlevmg
a Goal

Evening Sun
Outdoor Chenango
Columnist Eric Davis

For the fall of 2024, 1
set a goal for myself
to shoot a deer using a
handload that I put
together for one of my
rifles. It was my first
year of reloading and
I was admittedly a bit
nervous of getting
started. I had won a
Mossberg Patriot in
.308 Winchester with
a Vortex Crossfire
scope at an NWTF
event right before the
pandemic. When I
decided that 2020 was
going to be the year to
use it to deer hunt, |
had a hard time
finding ammunition
that was inexpensive

thanks to the
pandemic. When I
finally found some, it
didn’t really shoot
that well. I later found
out the scope rings
had been
overtightened and the
internals of the scope
had broke. Luckily,
Vortex has a lifetime
warranty and they
replaced the scope
with no questions
asked.

Fast forward a few
more years, the NY
background check on
ammunition
purchases is
implemented in
September of 2023. 1
had been curious
about hand loading

ammunition as a few
people I hunt with
already loaded their
own rounds and the
background check
thing pushed me over
the edge. You can buy
all of the components
to load your own
ammunition without a
background check.
You do need to
present your ID to
buy powder and sign a
log book but that’s the
only hurdle besides
occasional product
unavailability. A
quick Facebook
marketplace search
and I found a guy
selling an entire
reloading setup that
was more or less
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ready to start loading.
I used Christmas and
my birthday to ask for
the few things I
needed to load for the
calibers that I owned,
or to upgrade a couple
of the tools in the
collection.

On Columbus Day
weekend, I took
Timmy, the youth
hunter I have been
mentoring, on the
Youth Deer Hunt and
he harvested a mature
doe first thing
Saturday morning. So
on Columbus Day, |
headed to the range to
perform a ladder test
on some .308
ammunition I had
loaded. I had 3 rounds
loaded at each powder
charge with a max
charge just under
what the reloading
manual said was the
maximum charge. |
shot each set of 3
rounds while letting
the barrel cool down
between sets of 3. The
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charge with the
tightest group was
what I picked and
then I loaded 15 more
rounds of that bullet
and charge
combination. I have
since listened to some
podcasts that say 3-
shot groups can be
pretty misleading and
that larger sample
sizes (i.e. groups)
should be shot to
better understand the
accuracy of a
particular handload.
Regardless, that was
the load I settled on
for the season. On
opening day of
regular season, on the
way to our ground
blind for the
afternoon sit, Timmy
was able to shoot and
drop a doe that was
already out feeding in
the food plot. We
quickly got into the
blind and let things
calm down. Probably
about an hour before

sunset, Timmy said he

www. zambrismotorsports.com
Email: zambris@gmail.com
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saw a deer to our left
coming into the field.
I got my binoculars
on it and it was
another doe. I got my
rifle up and used the
window opening of
the blind as a rest. [
dialed the zoom on
the scope to the
maximum before
blatting to get her to
stop at 100 yards.
When she did, 1
squeezed the trigger
and watched her run
off out of the field.
The shot felt good but
her reaction was very
nondescript so it
made me start to
doubt my shot. With
one deer for sure, and
possibly a second, we
got out of the blind
before sunset and
went to try to find
blood from my shot.
It took a few minutes
to get lined back up
with where the deer
was standing in
relation to the blind,
but once I got it, I
spotted blood a few
feet away in the grass.
We started to follow
the blood and after a
few yards, Timmy
said he could see an
eye reflecting from
our headlamps. The
doe had made it
maybe 20 yards after
the shot, which was a
high double-lung
shot. Timmy and |
high-fived knowing
that meant we both
had shot deer on
opening day. It also
meant that I had
achieved my goal of
shooting a deer with a
handload.
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NY DEC
Regulations

to Keep
Hunters Safe

New York is one of the
safest states in the
nation for deer and
bear hunting.
Regulations have been
established to help
ensure that strong
safety record
continues, and to
reduce the likelihood
for hunting-related
shooting incidents.
Under these
regulations deer and
bear hunters are:
1.Required to wear
fluorescent orange or
fluorescent pink
clothing while hunting
with a firearm. Any
person who is
accompanying
someone hunting deer
or bear with a firearm
must also wear
fluorescent orange or
fluorescent pink
clothing. The clothing
must be:

- a minimum of two
hundred fifty square
inches of solid
fluorescent orange or
fluorescent pink
material worn above
the waist and visible
from all directions; or
- a minimum of two
hundred fifty square
inches of patterned
fluorescent orange or
fluorescent pink
consisting of no less
than fifty percent
fluorescent orange or
fluorescent pink worn
above the waist and
visible from all
directions; or

- a hat or cap with no
less than fifty percent
of the exterior
consisting of solid
fluorescent orange or
fluorescent pink
material and visible
from all directions.

2. Only allowed to
hunt deer and bear
from 30 minutes
before sunrise until 30
minutes after sunset.
These hunting hours
help ensure there is
enough natural light
for hunters to
effectively identify
their target and what’s
beyond it before
taking a shot, while
maximizing
opportunities for
hunters to harvest deer
and bear during the
times of day when
these species are most
active. Refer to the
sunrise-sunset table on
the last page of the
annual Hunting and
Trapping Regulations
Guide to determine
the exact legal hunting
hours for where you
hunt.

Learn more about the
basics of hunting
safety by visiting
DEC’s Hunter
Education Program
webpage.

Regulations for
Tagging, Transporting,
and Reporting
Harvested Deer and

Bear: Harvested deer
and bear are in a
hunter’s legal
possession only when
they are tagged,
transported, and
reported
appropriately.

To maintain legal
possession of a
harvested deer or bear,
hunters must:

1. Tag the harvested
deer or bear with an
appropriate,
completed, and legible
carcass tag. Follow
the below steps to
ensure your harvested
deer or bear is legally
tagged.

Step 1. Get your
paper tags from a
license-issuing agent
or print them from the
PDF sent to your
email upon purchase
of your hunting
license.

Step 2. Cut the
appropriate tag from
the sheet of paper.
Ensure you select the
proper tag for the
species and season
you are hunting in.
Step 3. Fill in the tag
with the required

Call me to guide you
through the process
for the best results.

oward
H_lanna-
RAND
REALTY

DONALD DWYER

REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATE BROKER
don.dwyer@randrealty.com
914-907-2738 (cell)
914-769-3584 (office)
660 Columbus Ave,

Thornwood, NY 10594
www.landandcabinsales.com

The market
is changing...
what is your
strategy?

DONALD DWYER

harvest information
and sign it using ink
that won’t erase. The
month and date of
harvest must be
marked in ink on the
carcass tag.

Step 4. Place the tag
in a weatherproof case
or bag.

Step 5. Attach the
weatherproof case or
bag to the animal,
keeping the tag
visible. You do not
need to attach the tag
to the carcass while it
is being dragged or
physically carried
from the place of kill
to a camp, home, or
point where
transportation is
available. Attach the
carcass tag
immediately upon
arriving at one of
these locations.

Step 6. Keep the tag
attached to the carcass
until it is cut up and
prepared for
consumption.

Step 7. Report your
harvest within seven
days. DEC considers
unreported deer and
bear to be illegally
taken. Hunters in
possession of illegally
taken deer and bear
are subject to penalty.
2. Transport the
harvested deer or bear
appropriately.
Harvested and tagged
deer and bear may be
transported either
inside or outside a
vehicle by the hunter
who harvested the
animal, or in their
attendance. Follow the
below requirements to
ensure your harvested

GREAT
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N
SAVINGS

EARN 300 BONUS
POINTS INSTANTLY

[EEEZE < 100 FOR SIGN UP

[2]@% « 100 FOR E-MAIL
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deer or bear is legally
transported.

If someone other than
the hunter who
harvested the deer or
bear is transporting
the animal, create and
attach an additional
tag to the carcass that
includes the names,
addresses, and
signatures of the
hunter and person(s)
transporting the
carcass. The tag may
be handwritten in ink
or typed on any paper.
All portions of deer or
bear meat being
transported must be
individually tagged
with the name,
address, hunting
license number, date
that the portions were
cut, and the signature
of the hunter who
harvested the deer or
bear. Packaged or
boxed portions of
venison only require
one tag and must be
labeled “venison” on
the outside of the box.
If someone other than
the hunter is
transporting the
portions, create and
attach an additional
tag to each portion
that includes the
names, addresses, and
signatures of the
hunter and person(s)
transporting the

WE'RE HERETO
STAY -
COME SEE US!

EQWSEE
f + \s ‘j,& '

FARMERS PLACE

portions.

A deer carcass with
head removed can be
transported as
described above, but
evidence of the sex of
the deer must be
intact. Additionally,
create and attach a tag
to the carcass that
includes the name and
address of the
taxidermist where the
head was sent.

Heads of male deer
may be transported to
a taxidermist. Create
and attach a tag to the
head that includes the
hunter’s address,
signature, hunting
license number,
number of points on
each antler and the
name and address of
the taxidermist where
the head is being sent.
The head of a doe
with antlers that are at
least 3 inches in
length can also be
removed for mounting
and transported
following these same
procedures.

Hunters who take a
deer or bear in remote
areas may wish to
bone it out and pack
out the meat. This is
lawful, but you must
retain the carcass tag
with the boned-out
meat.

- Information from the
NY DEC

NOW BOOKING
APPOINTMENTS
FOR PROCESSING
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More Savings and
Value in the Valley!

Rte. 30, Middleburgh
Subs & Wraps Made to Order

DELI SPECIALS

alley ‘
MARKET
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DAIRY

FROZEN FOODS
BEER COOLER
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Every Wednesday
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Evening Sun Outdoor
Chenango Columnist
Eric Davis

way to introduce new
hunters to the sport.
There typically are
two ways to look at
small game hunting,
before or after deer
season.

Squirrel season is
one of the first
seasons to open,
starting on
September 1,

One of the most
common stories you
hear when you ask
someone how they
got into hunting, is
how they hunted

If you aren’t a bow
hunter or if the
October lull has
hit, a trip out
carrying your bird
gun can be a good

allows you to

woods while
the weather is

) still pretty

switch up. reasonable.
- bbit Warm weather lets

squirrels or rabbits as you take youth

a kid.

Small game hunting
can be a great ‘blast
from the past’ if you
haven’t gone in
awhile and a great

hunters who might
not want to hunt in
the extreme cold of
winter. Thinning out
the squirrels around

each year. This

get out into the

FLORIDA
Fiberglass Pools =
& Swim Spas |

Factory Direct

518-868-2888

floridanorthinc@yahoo.com

Replace them with one
of our Money Saving,
High-efficiency Systems

If your heating system is more
than 15 years old, chances are
you’re paying more than you
should to heat your home.

By replacing your old system
with one of our modern, high-
efficiency systems you could
reduce your fuel consumption
significantly.

€} Reinhwrat
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and eefp you cool.

Est, 1937

3919 St. Hwy 23, West Oneonta, NY 13861
Phone (607) 432-6633 » 800-421-2867

Reinhardthomeheating.com
Making Warm Friends For Over 85 Years

Call today
to schedule your
heating system
cleaning &
tune-up

your favorite tree
stand can be
beneficial later during
deer season while
supplying some meat
for delicious stew.

Early squirrel
hunting can be a little
tricky due to heavy
leaf cover on the trees
that haven’t even
begun to think of
falling off. Typically a
shotgun loaded with
#5 or 6 shot will
suffice as it has large
enough pellets to
penetrate through the
leaves with enough
kinetic energy to
remain lethal. Once
the leaves start to fall
and the tree tops are
more open, a .22 rifle
with a scope — or iron
sight if your eyes are
still good — will allow
you to shoot a little
farther and more
accurately.

A single projectile
means you won’t find
random pieces of shot
in the meat later.
When hunting
squirrels, pay close
attention to your back
drop when getting
ready to shoot.
Especially when a
squirrel is up in the

crown of a tree.

Once October 1,
rolls around, rabbit,
ruffed grouse, and
pheasant seasons
open. Rabbit hunting
can be tricky without
snow on the ground,
unless you have a dog
that is trained. Ruffed
grouse offer a similar
problem but only
because their
preferred method of
escape 1s to run
instead of flying.
Ruffed grouse tend to
stick around young,
conifer-dominated
forests. This is why
they would rather
duck underneath
everything rather than
try to maneuver
through the low tree
limbs. A dog that can
track them down
faster than a person
can walk will keep
them from running
too far before
deciding that flying
might be a better
route. You still need
to keep up with the
dog the best you can
and be ready for a
quick, small shot
window.

The Department of
Environmental
Conservation stocks
pheasants on public
access lands,
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Small game
seasonis o

pen

primarily state-owned
property such as State
Forests or Wildlife
Management Areas.
You can typically get
a list of what
properties are going
to have pheasants
released right from
the NYSDEC
website.

Again, a dog is
extremely useful to
sniff out the birds on
the ground. However,
a group of hunters
spaced apart walking
through an overgrown
field can kick up any
pheasants in the field.

If you aren’t a bow
hunter or if the
October lull has hit, a
trip out carrying your
bird gun can be a
good switch up.
While you certainly
can small game hunt
during deer season,
use extreme caution
and wear a lot of
hunter orange.
Wearing orange while
small game hunting is
a smart idea no matter
what other seasons
are open as well.

Being able to
wander through the
woods without being
as careful about your
noise and scent as you
were during deer
season can be
relieving. It also is a
great way to do a little
post-season scouting,
especially when there

F

is snow on the
ground.

Not only can you
see deer tracks so
you can try to figure
out if you should
move a tree stand,
but the animals you
are hunting are more
visible against a
white backdrop. A
sunny day after a
fresh snow storm
typically brings
rabbits out from their
thick hiding places to
the outer edges, so
they can soak up the
sunlight. Sneaking
along the south side
of a thicket can be
rewarding.

On cloudy days you
can team up with a
couple friends and
drive the same thick
areas as you would
during deer season
except you don’t
want to have sitters
on the far end. Make
a line of hunters
about 20-30 yards
apart, enough so that
you can see each
other, and walk
slowly through the
thick cover, making
sure to walk right on
top of the thickest,
nastiest patches to
kick out any rabbits
that might be hiding.
With the season
coming to an end on
Feb. 28, it should be
noted that these tips
mentioned for small
game hunting should
be pocketed for
future hunting
seasons.

As always, know
your target and
what’s beyond it and
wear blaze orange.

/ t The Boss Earm For Over 25 Years

+  Skinned ¢ Cut ® Ground
¢ Vacuum Sealed
¢ [talian Sausage ¢ Breakfast Sausage
¢ Caping for Mounts ¢ Skull Caps
Specialty Meats Available
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1545 Cty. Hwy. 25, Richfield Springs, NY 13439

315-868-6705
www.deerprocessingny.com
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Evening Sun
Outdoor Chenango
Columnist Eric Davis

It was the Sunday of
Columbus Day
weekend and I had
elected not to bow
hunt in the afternoon
so I could get some
projects done around
the house that I had
been putting off. Just
a couple minutes
before six o’clock my
phone rang and it was
my brother-in-law. I
knew the reason he
was calling before I

The shot was

lethal, the

coyotes just
happened to find
the deer before

we could.

answered. “I just shot
a buck” were the first
words he said. After
that he asked if I
could come down and
help him track it. I

gathered my spotlight,

headlamp, and license
before heading out.

I got to his house
around 6:30. As I
walked up to the
house, he emerged
from the edge of the
yard on his way back.
I asked the standard
questions of how far
was the shot, could
you see where you hit
him, and what did he
do after getting hit?
After waiting a little
longer at the house,
we headed up to the
stand where he shot
from.

Once there I asked to
go to where the deer
was standing when he
shot. I tied a piece of
flagging tape up as
reference. We
followed the direction
the deer took after

Doing all the
rights things can -
still go wrong

being hit and found
some blood after 10

yards or so. The blood

was a rich red, no
bubbles to show a
lung shot but no
stomach contents to
indicate a gut shot.
We continued to
follow the blood trail
and after 75 yards or
so, we found the
arrow on the ground
thanks to the lighted
nock. We carefully
inspected the arrow
and kept on tracking
as the arrow was
covered in
blood,
meaning it

had worked

its way

through the
body cavity

of the deer.
As
expected,
the blood
trail got better as the
arrow was no longer
plugging the wound
channel. However,
after another 50 yards
the trail started to get
lighter.

As I was inspecting
the blood on the edge
of an ATV trail, my
brother-in-law had
gone forward some to
look for the next
blood when the deer
got up and bounded
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il

off. I marked the trail
edge with more
flagging and we
backed out for the
night.

Monday morning, we
picked up at the last
blood. After looking
around the downed
tree where the deer

had taken off from,

we found where it had . - =2

been bedded down. |

The buck had headed ~ 've had almost carcass, we located  happened to find the
out into a large walked out of the the exit hole and I deer before we could.
goldenrod field. goldenrod when I grabbed a stick to It just goes to show

noticed a trail going
from an apple tree out
into the alfalfa field
bordering the
goldenrod. I went
over to the trail,
looked in the field,

check out the shot
angle. The stick
passed less than an
inch behind both
lungs and had put a
triangular hole in

that you can do the
right things, like
backing out after
jumping a wounded
deer and waiting until
the morning just to

Remembering where
it sounded like he
headed, we looked out
in the goldenrod and
found some more
blood. We followed

spotty blood (if you ) the liver. The shot have somethjng bad
have ever tracked a and spotted something s Jethal, the happen like coyotes
deer through on the ground. After - coyotes just finding the carcass.

another two steps, |
realized it was a deer
but it was beat up. My
first thought was that
it was a deer that had
been hit by a car and
made it that far from
the road (about 100

goldenrod you know
how tough it is) for
another 50 yards
before it began to
really peter out.
Knowing the general
direction he was

Mounts

Skull Cleaning & Mounting
Camo Dipping Available

315-360-3697

headed from the . www.cleanskulls.com
previous blood, we yards) but I noticed LET OUR BEETLES DO THE WORK
slowly worked ’that that the deer had

antlers. After shouting
that I had found it, we
convened at the
carcass. The deer had
been discovered and
fed on by coyotes.
Both hindquarters had

way. We had pretty
much given up and
had left a voicemail
with someone who
has a tracking dog
when we found a tiny

spot of blood that b N .
gave us a final bearing CCch chewed as we
on the path he took. as the body cavity.

Before moving the

BRI AN

We serve the

BEST STEAKS

in town!
Chicken Wings, Seafvod and more. &

SERVING DINNER [~

Tuesday - Saturday, 5 pm - 8 pm

SUNDAY
CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH @

9:30 am - 1:30 pm
*Reservations Appreciated*®
£at. 1961

9
Taylog S Howse ¥

A n 297 St. Hwy. 320, Norwich

VN2

SN

e Lawn & Garden - Seeds,
soil, fencing, fools & much more
e Local Meats
e Seasonally Available Fruits:
Apples, Peaches & more!

T

3 Railroad Street, New Berlin, NY 13411
(607) 847-6173

Hours: Mon.- Fri. 8:00 am - 5:30 pm;
Sat.8 am - 1 pm; CLOSED Sunday
L/ke us on Facebook [

Bl

607- 336 9719




6 Outdoor Recreation Guide 2025

Fall Turkey Tactics

Evening Sun Outdoor
Chenango Columnist
Eric Davis

While the thunderous
gobbles of mature
toms make the spring
turkey season so
exciting, a good fall
turkey hunt can feel
more rewarding.
Autumn has turkeys
focus on one thing,
getting ready for
winter. To go into the
cold season as
prepared as they can
be, turkeys must pack

on fat reserves that
will help them get by
when snow is covering
the ground (and the
foods they usually
eat). Because of this,
hunting turkeys in the
fall typically relies on
patterning the turkeys.
A turkey has a simple
life motto of, “if I
survived yesterday, I’1l
do the same thing
again today.” This
lends itself to making
fall hunting easier as
long as you know what
the turkeys did

yesterday. Getting to
know their schedule,
such as hitting a corn
field in the morning or
being in a block of
woods in the afternoon
lets you create your
game plan. If you
know the birds travel
plan, you can set up an
ambush spot. Make
sure you get there a
little early so you can
get settled in and make
sure of your shooting
lanes. If you know the
turkeys’ pattern well

enough, you don’t
need to bring any calls.
Calling fall turkeys is a
different game than
calling spring turkeys.
In the fall, toms and
last year’s jakes form
into bachelor groups
that generally do their
own thing compared to
the hen and poult
flocks. If you know the
whereabouts of a
bachelor flock, using
some gobbler or jake
yelps can convince the
group that either a

member is nearby.
They may also
investigate because
there is a pecking
order within the flock
so they will come try
to put this new guy
into his place.

Where most callers
have success in the
fall, is calling to the
hen and poult flocks.
Multiple hens with
their poults from this
spring form larger
flocks where they use
the strength in number
approach to surviving.
However, the flaw in
their system is that
poults can wander off
without being noticed

in the crowd. When a
poult gets lost or too
far from the others,
they will call to see
where the flock has
gotten. This call is
referred to as a kee-
kee. It often sounds
more like a whistle
than a “turkey call.”
When hens hear this,
they will cluck yelp in
response. It is like the
wild turkey version of
Marco Polo. The
ability to replicate the
kee-kee makes a
hunter’s success rate
go up. To produce this
high-pitched call, use
a diaphragm call what
has 2 reeds and
doesn’t have any cuts

in the reeds.

Another calling tactic
that can work is to
challenge the
dominant hen in a
flock. The flock has a
pecking order just like
the bachelor group
does, with one hen
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being the alpha. If you
call aggressively at
her, she may respond
with her own excited
yelps and cackles.
Generally, I try to
mimic what I hear
from the live bird that
way [ don’t get too
aggressive and cause
her to take the flock
the opposite direction.
One hunting technique
that deserves to be in
its own category is fall
turkey hunting with
dogs. It is legal to use
dogs to fall turkey
hunt in New York, as
well as dozens or
other states. The
approach is somewhat
simple but complex all
the while. You go out
with your dog to get
on the scent of a flock
of birds, set the dog
off and the dog breaks
up the flock. You then
get the dog and pick a
spot to sit and call.
Since the birds want to
be back together, you
call like one of them
and hope they
reconvene within
range of you. This is a
technique that still
requires you to have a
good idea of where the
turkeys are at a given
time so you can get
the dog onto fresh
scent.
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In the Southern Zone
of the state in terms of
big game hunting,
muzzleloader season
runs for 8 days
immediately following

As the component that

does the flying and

impacting on the game,
the bullet you choose

can be important.

regular gun season.
Now there is a Holiday
Deer Hunt that is from
December 26 through
January 1 where
hunters can use
muzzleloaders. These
seasons are short but
can be excellent
hunting. The buck I
have mounted on my
wall was shot during
muzzleloader season.
Muzzleloaders of
today have come a long
way from the
percussion cap and
flintlocks styles used by
early settlers in
America. Some hunters
still use the older style
muzzleloaders, but
modern in-lines are by
far the best sellers. The
ability to remove the
breech plug and have a

Muzzleloader
Basics

Eric Davis

straight shot to clean
the barrel make in-lines
much easier to clean
and therefore less likely
to rust and pit from not
removing all the burnt
powder. This
makes in-lines
more likely to
stay accurate
longer and not
need to be
replaced as soon.
When buying a
muzzleloader,
think about how
you plan to hunt with it.
If you plan on taking
shots that are 50 yards
and under only, you can
probably get by using
open sights. For longer
shots, a scope is the
way to go. Almost
every new muzzleloader
comes drilled and
tapped to have a scope
base mounted on it.
That includes those
with open sights, so you
could always add a
scope later if you
decide you want to.
When it comes time to
shoot a muzzleloader
there are three
components that make
the shot work; powder,
primer, and bullet.
There are multiple
options for each of
these components.

Ye OLDESHANTY
//

gest i 5p1nts @" Wines

44 S. Canal St. (Rte. 12 South)
Oxford, NY 607-843-7111

HUGE SELECTION of N.Y.S.,
California and International Wines

* 10% Sr. Citizen Discount on in-stock wine
* 10% Discount on case wine
(including mix & match)
* Local delivery available!
* Gift packs year -'round
* We accept all credit cards
* Mon.-Thurs. 10-7; Fri. & Sat. 9-8

Evening Sun Outdoor
Chenango Columnist

You can purchase
either loose powder or
powder that is pre-
formed into pellets or
sticks. Loose powder
requires that you
measure the powder to
get the charge you want
before putting it into the
barrel. Loose powder
allows for more precise
powder charges and can
lead to better
performance if a
shooter is able to test
different charges to see
what shoots the best in
their muzzleloader.
Pelletized powder
comes in standard
charge sizes that allow
for quick loading
without using a
measure or funnel. The
drawback to pelletized
powder is that the
pellets can be slightly
different in weight that
can result in less
consistent accuracy. For
the most part though,
the difference is not
great enough to affect
the accuracy of a
muzzleloader out to 100
yards. Another
consideration when
deciding what powder
to use is the ease of
cleaning. All powder is
corrosive once it has
been fired, but some

powders take longer to
dirty up a barrel. Do
some research either
online or by talking to
other hunters to see
what they recommend.
Most current in-line
muzzleloaders use a
209 primer. The 209
primer was originally
used in shotgun shells
but has been found to
provide the optimal
spark for ignition in
modern muzzleloaders.
Some companies even
market 209 primers that
are specific for use in
muzzleloaders and with
certain muzzleloading
powders. There now are
a couple of
muzzleloaders that use
a powder and primer
combination that is
loaded in the breech
and only the projectile

is loaded down the
barrel.

As the component that
does the flying and
impacting on the game,
the bullet you choose
can be important. There
are two main styles of
muzzleloading bullet
(or projectile) available.
The first is the sabot.
This uses a conical
bullet that slips into a
plastic sleeve with four
petals that is then
loaded into the barrel.
The plastic sleeve
engages the rifling on
the inside of the barrel
and causes the bullet
inside to spin. When
fired, once the sabot
leaves the barrel, the
petals on the sleeve
open and the bullet
keeps flying
independent of the

sleeve. The sabot
provides excellent
accuracy but takes
longer to load into the
barrel. The second
bullet option is a
conical bullet with a gas
seal around the base.
The seal on the bullet
engages the rifling
when the muzzleloader
is fired to create spin.
This style of bullet can
be less accurate than a
sabot but is easier and
faster to load because
there is no sleeve to put
the bullet in before
putting in the barrel to
load it.

So, if you find yourself
in the market for a new
muzzleloader,
remember that modern
muzzleloaders aren’t
like your grandfather’s
muzzleloader.
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HEADQUART ERS

We have you covered
- Jackets * Helmets * Gloves
* Plugs * Qil (including Amsoil®)
» Parts & Accessories
Burt Matott, Jr. - Phone / Fax: 607-674-9281

84 North Main Street, Sherburne, NY 13460
M-F 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Sun. 9-1 (Dec.-March) Email: sherburnesportsfrontiernet.net@yahoo.com

'l'l're Specml

25x8x12 or 25x10x12.
Four Tires

Only
$349

SCHOHARIE GOUNTY

UpstateBlrdmg com’




8 Outdoor Recreation Guide 2025

Family Heirlooms:
In the Field or in
the Sate?

Evening Sun Outdoor Chenango Columnist Eric Davis

Hunting is often a multigeneration activity where parents, children,
and sometimes grandparents all participate together. With the passing
of the older generations, the younger generations take possession of
some of their things.

The nostalgia of knowing how long something has been in the family
or the knowing the stories involving it adds greatly to the value of
possessing it. However, sometimes you need to ask yourself if it’s
better to leave it at home.

With the loss of my father as a teenager, I inherited a lot of things that
were his. Some I got right away like the tools in the garage and others
I would get a little further down the road. That Christmas, my
grandfather (my dad’s dad) gave me a Mossberg 500 shotgun that had
been my dad’s when he was a teenager. It was in a camo soft gun case
and had a bird barrel and a slug barrel. In the years following, I got my
mom to buy a newer bird barrel that had screw-in chokes so I could
put a super full choke in it to turkey hunt and began waterfowl hunting
with it as well. When I turned 16 and could deer hunt, I put the slug
barrel on and headed to my friend’s dairy farm. As I walked to my
position on a drive, I jumped a doe by their pond and when she
stopped at 50 yards I managed to miss her 3 shots in a row with the
iron sights (my first lesson in always shooting your gun before the
season). After that happened, a new rifled barrel with a scope on it was
added to my Christmas list. With the new barrels on my dad’s shotgun,
I shot my first turkey, duck, goose, and white-tailed deer buck. After a
day of pounding away at geese in the March resident goose season, |
was cleaning the shotgun when I noticed some cracks where the
receiver attached to the wood stock. As I looked them over, I realized

that the stock would need
to be replaced to be able
to keep using the shotgun
safely. Since I had started
spending a lot of time
hunting waterfowl in
nasty weather, I decided a
synthetic stock would be
the smart option. While
the shotgun looks
different, it still functions
so that I can carry the
same shotgun my dad did.
As Schuyler County was
changed to allow rifles for | d
deer hunting I purchased a {8\ W S8

rifle and I have upgraded ‘(i B

to a semi-automatic : ‘Ji '

shotgun for bird hunting, I decided to put my dad’s shotgun in my gun
cabinet. I have recently looked into wooden stocks and think I can get
one in the same color shade so I can restore the gun to look the same
way it did when I got it over 20 years ago.

Sometimes the item isn’t as big as a firearm, but it still reminds us of the
person who gave it to us. When I started deer hunting, I carried a Buck
folding knife that was my dad’s in my vest. One day I walked to a
treestand through a big brush lot and when I got to the stand, I noticed
the knife had fallen out of my vest. I was devastated to say the least. |
spent days and nights thinking about it. The following spring, my friend
told me that when his older brother was out looking for shed antlers, he
found a knife near the stand by the brush lot. When I asked to see it
because I thought it was my dad’s knife, he remembered me saying I
had dropped it during the fall. It was my dad’s knife and when I brought
it home I decided it was time to keep it at home and to get another knife
to carry while I was hunting.

So if you have a family keepsake for the outdoors, from a firearm to
clothing, ask yourself if you should keep using it or if it would be better
as something you see at home as a reminder of who gave it to you.
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Evening Sun Outdoor Chenango Columnist Eric Davis

In mid- to late October,
whitetail bucks start to
think about the first
doe that comes into

can on your way in.
Plan your approach so
the wind is not
carrying scent from

is obstructed by
something, such as a
branch or some leaves.

until the deer’s vision ﬂ _
pY

heat. When the day
length gets short
enough, it triggers a
response where they
know a doe must be
starting to come into
estrous. In hopes of
being the first buck to
find her, bucks will
start to roam trying to
get the scent of that
doe. This search is
often referred to as
cruising, as the bucks
are just covering as
much ground as they
can while checking out
the common doe
hangouts. Cruising
might only last a few
days, but those are
some of the best times
to catch a mature buck
making a mistake.
Cruising bucks can be
susceptible to calling.
As they search high
and low for that doe,
they may cross into
another buck’s
territory. So, if you see
a buck that is cruising,
grunting at him may
make him think
another buck has come

into his territory and is  deer as the " }r Oxford . Ezg%irf.ches . WSS: ’ Q@gﬁgfecﬁgke
stealing his doe. Blind  temperatures start to ~JJ /jf 607-843-5255 s Solods |+ Chll - Loaded Fres

calling can also work
during the cruise.
Rattling antlers that
sound like a couple of
bucks trying to decide
who is in charge can
draw in a crowd to
witness it and
potentially want to be
the next one in the
fight.

Using a doe-in-heat
urine can bring a buck

in on a string when you might see. Deer A Taste of Italy... Original coupons N
used properly. Put the  look back to see other But in America Zgiibgz.cgﬁfioupo: !
urine on a wick and deer that are following ‘ {){IEZSZFI%I%IE fNT Szccﬁ;s‘g?fegfwaigoifnum 3
drag the wick behind ~ them, so be ready as 32 South Broad St,, Norwich 5 NINA'S Bpires 1231723

you as you walk to the next deer coming 822;3731%;3522%\@1( oy DLIER ;ﬁﬁ;ﬁgﬁgRANT

your stand or blind. Try
to drag it across as
many deer trails as you

your stand to the scent
trail you create. Once
you get close to your
stand, decide what path
you want the deer to
take as it comes in.
Then walk that route
with the drag, ending at
a place where you have
a clear shooting lane.
Hang the wick on a
branch and add some
more urine to it. Be
prepared as does may
also follow the scent
trail. The first deer I
shot with a bow was a
doe that follow a scent
drag to my setup.

If you prefer to keep a
more hands-off
approach by skipping
the use of lures or
calls, hunt food
sources. Bucks will be
trying to pack on some
last-minute fat reserves
before the rut is fully
here. So, think
carbohydrates when
thinking of the food.
Hard mast such as
acorns or agriculture
leftovers like corn or
soybeans will attract

drop. Set up on the
downwind side of the
feeding areas and you
might catch a buck
trying to slip in and
smell out a hot doe
before going out to
feed himself.
Whether you call, use
scent, both, or none,
remember to pay
attention to the details
of your hunt and what

could be the buck your
after. Remember to
wait to move or draw
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Passing the
Torch

In the fall of 2003, I took the Hunter Education course the same week
that my father lost a two-year battle with cancer. In the following years, I
bounced around learning to hunt from a few different people I knew.

In 2007, I started waterfowl hunting with a friend in the grade below me.
We spent almost every weekend in the swamp trying to shoot ducks. I
ended up getting invited to hunt at a winery during deer season with him
by Mike, an assistant soccer coach of mine, whose family owns the
winery. Since then, I have shot the following animals at the winery: my
first buck with a shotgun, first deer with a bow, first deer with a
muzzleloader, first deer with a rifle, first tom turkey, and a lot of firsts of
different species of ducks.

When I moved to Chenango County when I started graduate school, I
was fortunate to have a college housemate who lives in Greene who was
willing to let me join his hunting group. Shortly after moving, I became
the local NWTF chapter president thanks to my experience helping at the
Watkins Glen chapter banquets with Mike, my hunting mentor. The
chapter was only a year old and being the newest chapter, got the only
weekend on the calendar where there wasn’t a fundraiser already
scheduled, the youth hunt weekend in April. After a couple of years of
this, I fought to move the banquet to February so that we could
participate in taking youth hunters out on this weekend that was
dedicated to just that. My next conundrum was finding a youth hunter to
take. We all were in our late 20s and early 30s, so the few kids anyone
had were well under the age of 12. I found out that ECO Brett Armstrong
had been holding a mentored youth turkey hunt for a few years so I got
ahold of him and told him I wanted to help. Through the NWTF

Superfund, I could get money to help put on the hunt in addition to being
a mentor to a hunter. So for a few years, I did just that. I would find a
second mentor to help me for the hunt and we wold take a youth hunter
out for one or both days of the youth weekend.

Right before the pandemic of 2020 hit, I took the Hunter Education
Instructor training and became an apprentice instructor. However, the
pandemic put a damper on being an instructor by halting all in-person
classes. Around the same time, I became the state chapter president of
the NWTE. This cut into my free time by a lot and also has inhibited my
pursuit of becoming a full-fledged Hunter Education Instructor.
However, in the early spring of 2023 I was asked to help teach a Hunter
Education course to a church group along with the NWTF state chapter
treasurer, who is a seasoned instructor. We taught the course to a small
group and it was great time. At the end of the course, a pair of brothers
asked about turkey hunting that spring since they knew we were NWTF
volunteers. I took their information and got them signed up for the youth
hunt.

When the youth hunt came and I got to talk to their parents more, |
learned that the boys wanted to learn to hunt but didn’t have anyone to
take them. I couldn’t help but think that this what I had been waiting for
since I was a teen. Being able to help someone get into hunting the way I
had been taught by a non-family member.

That year, I took the older brother both day of the youth turkey hunt. He
missed a Jake on Saturday and a tom on Sunday. But hey, that’s part of
learning how to hunt. Then during the regular season I took both brothers
together once and then the younger brother the last weekend. In the fall,
I took the younger brother on the youth deer hunt where we had a split
second encounter but couldn’t get him on the deer fast enough to shoot.
Myself and a friend alternated taking them out during regular gun
season, and the younger brother was able to shoot his first deer on the
last day of the season. Then last year (2024), I took the younger brother
to the winery on the youth hunt and he shot a mature doe about 45
minutes after sunrise. Then on opening day of gun season, we returned
to the winery and he shot another doe in the afternoon. This spring he
shot his first turkey on the youth hunt and proceeded to tag out on
Mother’s Day. At this point, he’s hooked on hunting and I can’t help but
smile thinking about his excitement after shooting the deer and turkeys.
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Evening Sun Outdoor Chenango Columnist Eric Davis

When someone takes the
Hunter Education Course in
New York, they learn about
the 5 stages of hunter
development. The stages
cover the typical transition a
hunter goes through and
they do not necessarily go
through the stages in the
same order as other hunters
do. The five stages can
easily be used to describe
fishermen or women also.

The shooting stage
typically is first. The focus
of the hunter is to get shots
off without a real focus on
the quality of the shot. Due
to being “trigger happy,” the
hunter can make bad shots that aren’t lethal to game or can be dangerous to
other hunters. Hunters in this stage move out of it quickly with the help of
experienced mentors and putting in some time on the target range. For
fishing, I would replace the word shooting with casting. The focus is on
fishing as many places as possible and can lead to making casts that end up in
trees or over powerlines.

The limiting-out stage happens when the hunters uses limiting out as their
measure of hunt success. A hunt that results in less than a limit of game is
considered a failure. Due to the focus on harvesting a limit, hunters in this
stage also can take dangerous shots that put other hunters in potential harm.
Again, experienced mentors can help hunters grow out of this stage. This
stage can be seen in fishing with anglers wanting to catch their limit of fish.
In fishing, this could include keeping fish that are below the legal keeping
size to make the total catch appear bigger and/or better.

When a hunter is selective and judges their success by the quality of the

animal instead of quantity, this is called the trophy stage. The hunter will pass
up animals that aren’t deemed to be a trophy. Most of the time in hunting,
this will apply to big game hunting. Waterfowl hunters aiming to harvest
beautiful drake ducks can also be called trophy hunters. There are plenty of
fishermen that are on the hunt for the fish of a lifetime.

The method stage is when a hunter puts more focus on the technique over
the quality or quantity of game harvested. For big game hunting, this could
mean using archery or black powder equipment for the first time. It could
also mean trying to track a deer in fresh snow. For small game hunters, it may
be hunting with a dog for the first time. For fishermen, it could be trying to
catch a trout on a fly rod or catching bass on a weedless frog in the lily pads.
The size of the fish or number of fish doesn’t matter if it is caught using that
specific method.

The last stage is the sportsman stage. In this stage, success is measured by
the entire experience of the hunt. It includes an appreciation for the animal
hunted, the technique used, and the companionship of other hunters. In this
stage, a hunt can be called successful without any animals being harvested. In
fishing, spending the day with friends on the lake may be considered a
success without any fish being caught.

I would say that hunters can be in different stages at the same time,
particularly if they are trying different types of hunting (small game,
waterfowl, big game). [ know that I am at least. With my compound bow I
pass up smaller bucks in hopes of seeing a bigger buck (trophy stage). During
firearms season, I focus more on filling the freezer with venison (limiting-out
stage). My waterfowl hunting has come to focus on hunting with good friends
and maybe harvesting some ducks (sportsman stage).

When it comes to fishing, I am at a hybrid stage between trophy stage and
method stage. Due to my allergy when consuming fish, I don’t try to catch
fish to put on my dinner plate. So instead, I try to focus on technique and
catching bigger fish that I release anyway. My next adventure is going to be
fly fishing. I took a fly rod and a couple boxes of flies from my grandfather’s
house after he passed last year with the goal of learning how to use them. No
matter what stage or stages you may be in, the key is to get outside and enjoy
yourself. And don’t forget to invite someone new to come with you!
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