


By Eric Davis 
Outdoor Chenango 

Columnist

I would probably say 
that more than 90-
percent of bowhunters 
today solely focus on 
arrow speed when 
choosing their bow, 
arrows, or both. 
The “need for speed” 
was sought to avoid 
deer ducking the string 
and it still is a common 
reason given when 
discussing equipment 
among archers. When a 

deer hears a startling 
noise and wants to flee, 
they drop to “load up” 
before springing up to 
get out in a hurry.
So, it is not necessarily 
that the deer know it is 
a bow, they just react to 
hearing a loud noise. 
So, one way to gain 
extra arrow speed is to 
go with a lighter arrow.
Deer have a dense coat 

Heavy Hitters
of hair and thick hide 
to help them survive 
the harsh winters of 
New York. This 
becomes a heavy 
obstacle for a 
broadhead to get 
through before hitting 
the vitals of the deer. 
Speed alone might not 
be enough to ensure the 
broadhead gets through 
if the arrow is too light. 
This is where a heavier 
arrow or head can 
make a big difference.
The reason you may 
want to go heavier for 
your arrow or 
broadhead is to 
increase the 
momentum of the 
projectile. Momentum 
is the amount of force 
an item has moving 
forward. It is different 
from kinetic energy, 
which is the amount of 
energy a moving item 
has but does not take 
direction into account. 
A heavier item has 
more momentum 
because it is harder to 
slow down than a 
lighter item. Think of 
trying to stop a tractor 
trailer compared to a 
golf cart. So, a heavier 
arrow continues to 
penetrate the deer 

longer than a lighter 
arrow does after hitting 
the hair and hide of the 
deer.
The general 
recommendation for 
archers is to shoot an 
arrow that is 6 to 8 
grains per pound of 
draw weight to achieve 
optimal momentum. 
This would mean a 
total arrow weight, 
which includes the tip, 
fletchings, and nock, of 
360 to 480 grains for a 
60-pound draw weight 
bow. Some people 
want to push 
momentum to the 
maximum and go with 
arrows that are over 10-
grains-per-inch.

Some other ways to 
add weight to your 
arrow for added 
momentum include 
using larger fletchings, 
4 fletchings, lighted 
nocks, or brass inserts 
instead of aluminum. 
The weight of the tip of 
the arrow can also be 
changed. The common 
weight is 100 grains 
but 125 and 150-grain 
options are available.
Momentum is also an 
important factor when 
considering what 
broadhead you are 
going to use. 
Expandable 
broadheads fly more 
like field tips but they 
use energy to open 
when they impact the 
deer. 
So lighter draw 

weights or arrows on 
the lighter end of the 
spectrum might not be 
suited to use 
expandable 
broadheads. Fixed 
blade broadheads can 
fly differently that field 
tips in bows that are 
not perfectly tuned but 
since they are “ready to 
go” upon impact with 
the deer they do not 
slow down the arrow as 
much as expandable 
broadheads. These are 
the go-to option for 
thick skinned game 
like elk or moose.
An additional bonus to 
shooting a heavier 
arrow is that the sound 
of the bow is quieter 
when shot. The 
potential energy stored 
in the bow when it is at 
full draw is distributed 

to the arrow and 
throughout the bow 
when it is shot. 
A lighter arrow 
absorbs less energy 
than a heavier leaving 
more energy to be 
dispersed to the bow, 
in the form of 
vibration or noise. So, 
while a light arrow 
might get to the deer 
quicker, a heavier 
arrow can keep the 
deer from hearing the 
bow and will provide 
more penetration 
thanks to its increased 
momentum. So when 
thinking about what 
arrow you want to use, 
make sure to think 
about what exactly you 
want to get out of the 
arrow and consider the 
best way to obtain 
those results.

The general 
recommendation for 
archers is to shoot 

an arrow that is 6 to 
8 grains per pound 
of draw weight to 
achieve optimal 

momentum.
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7-9 East Park Place, Norwich
www.parkplacenorwich.com

607-336-7275

WEEKLY SPECIALS
MONDAY
Burgers & Beer- All burgers and all draft beer 1.00 off

TUESDAY
Slider & Taco Day- 2.00 off all sliders and tacos

WEDNESDAY
Mozzarella Stick Madness- 10 for 5.99, 20 for 9.99 - eat in only
Flatbreads- 1.00 off all flatbreads

THURSDAY
Wing Day- All wings & things 50% off - eat in only

FRIDAY  (Per person)

All-You-Can-Eat Fish & Chips- Served with house salad, coleslaw and fries.14.99

SATURDAY  (Per person)

All-You-Can-Eat Butterfly Shrimp- Served with house salad and French fries. 15.99

SUNDAY  (Per person)

All-You-Can-Eat Boneless Wings- Tossed in your favorite wing sauce served with 
French fries. 13.99

Happy Hour
(Eat in only)

2.00 Off Warm Ups, 
1.00 Off Drafts & 
5.00 House Wines 
4 to 6 pm 
EVERY DAY and 
ALL DAY 
SUNDAYS

We have you covered
• Jackets • Helmets • Gloves 
• Plugs • Oil (including Amsoil®)  

• Parts & Accessories

SHERBURNE SPORTS
PARTS & ACCESSORIES

Burt Matott, Jr. • Phone / Fax: 607-674-9281
84 North Main Street, Sherburne, NY 13460

M-F 9-6; Sat. 9-3; Sun. 9-1 (Dec.-March) • Email: sherburnesports@frontiernet.net • www.sherburnesports.com

ATV, Motorcycle (Dirt & Street), Snowmobile 

HEADQUARTERS

SERVICING AND REPAIRING ALL MAKES AND MODELS

V. Winnie & Son
947 Engleville Rd., Sharon Springs • Call 518-225-5167

Open Mon.-Sat.  – Or – Call - We are here for you!

Just arrived... 
Selection of small 

to mid sized
used saws!

FIREWOOD 
SEASON
IS HERE...

We have 
many used & 

obsolete parts
 in stock!

Also......Bars, Chains, Chaps, Hard Hats 
and much more at unbeatable prices!
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After becoming the 
chapter president of the 
local National Wild 
Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) chapter in 
2015, I started to talk to 
my committee about 
doing an outreach event. 
The NWTF has three 
outreach programs: 
Women in the Outdoors, 
Wheelin’ Sportsmen, 
and JAKES (Juniors 
Acquiring Knowledge, 
Ethics, and 
Sportsmanship). 
After discussing things 
and noting that our 
Hunting Heritage 
Banquet was scheduled 
on the Youth Hunt 
Weekend, we decided 
that a Wheelin’ 
Sportsman hunt would 
be our choice. This 
program is designed for 
physically handicapped 
people to try to get them 
hunting. In the years 
prior, mentored hunts 
with injured veterans 
had become a popular 
Wheelin’ Sportsman 
event. We were told 
about another non-profit 
organization called 
Operation Injured 
Soldier. 
Their mission was to get 
injured veterans 
outdoors, either hunting 
or fishing. What was 
convenient was that you 
just told them how many 
hunters you could 
accommodate, the 
day(s) you wanted to 
hunt and the best hotel 
location. They would 
pay for the hotel rooms 
and any licenses the 
hunters needed.
So, we decided that our 
committee would be the 
first year’s mentors so 
that we did not bite off 
more than we could 
chew. As we divided the 
committee into pairs 
that would be each take 
one hunter, we decided 
to request three hunters. 
We requested funding 
from the NY chapter of 
NWTF to hold the hunt. 
The $250 of funding 
came from the Super 
Fund, a special fund that 

Trying to 
Give Back

only gets money put into 
it from fundraising 
events within the state. 
We used the money to 
buy food and drinks for 
dinners on Friday and 
Saturday and lunch on 
Saturday and Sunday. 
We also bought each 
hunter a box call to take 
with them after the hunt.
Friday night came and 
the hunters met us for a 
cookout and campfire so 
we could all get to know 
each other before 
hunting Saturday 
morning. Unfortunately, 
we only had one hunter 
show up, so we offered 
to take Operation 
Injured Soldier’s New 
York program leader, a 
wounded veteran 
himself. Environmental 
Conservation Officer 
Brett Armstrong brought 
his K9 and did a 
demonstration for the 
hunters. We sat around 
and chatted for awhile 
before heading to bed to 
barely sleep before 
meeting back up in the 
morning.
I was part of the group 
that took the OIS leader 
out. He was a Marine 
who became a 
firefighter after leaving 
the Corps. Then after 9/
11, he enlisted in the 
Army as a middle-aged 
man with a family. 
While training to go to 
the Middle East, he fell 
during training in the 
mountains and injured 
his back ending his 

military career. 
He walked with two 
braces so we were 
limited on how far we 
could walk, and we had 
to hunt from a ground 
blind so the hunter could 
sit in a chair instead of 
on the ground. Luckily, 
another committee 
member had permission 
on a property where a 
tom had been strutting 
in a field next to a 
hedgerow where we 
could drive a truck out 
and set up a blind.
We got in and setup 
early, the bird gobbled 
as it started to get light 
out. We called to him 
and got him to respond. 
After it was fly down 
time it became apparent 
that he was following 
hens in the opposite 
direction from where we 
were. However, two 
hens came in behind us 
and stayed next to our 
decoys for close to half 
an hour. After they 
finally walked off, the 
tom was long gone. We 
tried to get closer to 
where he was last heard 
but our limited mobility 
made it tricky. Not long 
after, we called it a 
morning and headed 
back to camp.
After getting back, we 
got news that the other 
hunter was successful. It 
was his first turkey ever 
harvested. The hunter 
was from Texas and had 
served in Afghanistan. 
While there, he stepped 

on a mine and lost from 
the knee down on one 
leg. When their group 
got to camp there was 
congratulations all 
around and picture 
taking. As we sat around 
eating lunch, we talked 
about hunting and what 
OIS meant to the hunter. 
Hearing him say that 
harvesting a turkey did 
not matter to him, just 
getting out and talking 
to other veterans and 
hunters is what mattered 
the most to him, really 
opened our eyes to what 
our hunt was doing for 
them.
So, if you are interested 
in participating in a hunt 
or fishing trip for 
injured veterans as 
either a mentor or a 
participant, you can look 

up organizations such as 
NWTF and OIS for 
those opportunities. In 
the meantime, make 

sure to thank all the 
veterans you know or 
see for their service to 
our country.
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We Fill:
• Propane Tanks
• Paint Ball Cartridges
• Oxygen
• Acetylene
• Specialty Gases

5368 State Highway 12, Norwich, NY  13815
607-336-3373 • Mon.-Fri. 8:00-4:30; Sat. 10-2

We Sell:
• Dry Ice

MILLER • LINCOLN • GENERAC 
MILWAUKEE • S•K

We are your 
Milwaukee Tool 

Center!
Warn Pond Rd.,
Rte. 12 South, Oxford
607-843-2000

Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 10 am-5 pm; Thurs. 10 am-6 pm; Saturday 9 am-1 pm

www.countrysideoxford.com
Follow us on Facebook for Recipes & Specials

Years
1998

2021

TRUCK CAPS, TONNEAU 
COVERS and BEDLINERS

Rte. 12, Norwich, NY 13815  (607) 334-7834 
SEAMAN’S L.L.C.

Welcome Hunters & Snowmobilers!

WINTER HOURS: Fri. 4-8 pm; Sat. 12-8 pm;
Sun. 12-8 pm (All You Can Eat Dinner 4-8 pm); Mon. 4-8 pm

Available
 For Events
 Any Day!
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Last year at the end of 
September, I saw a 
picture from a former 
coworker on social 
media with a doe he 
shot with his bow in the 
Northern Zone. When I 
clicked on it to write a 

The Brotherhood: 
Time to Make 
Some Changes

congratulatory 
comment, I read through 
what others had already 
said. While 8 out of the 
9 comments were along 
the lines of “Atta boy,” 
the last one stood out to 
me. 
It said, “I’d say good 
job but why would you 

shoot a doe in 
September?” Reading 
this made me a little hot 
under the collar. I 
cannot know for sure 
how well the commenter 
knows the successful 
hunter, but I know that 
the hunter has only been 
bowhunting for a few 
years. This deer might 
have been his first bow 
harvest ever. 
Yet here was someone 
so quick to put him 
down over it. What is 
more troubling is that 
this is not the first time I 
have seen or heard 
something like this said 
to successful hunters 
after harvesting game.
Television hunting 
programs seem to show 
deer hunting as solely 
focused on inches of 

antler that are on a buck 
as the measure of 
success. While it is 
shown that one of the 
stages of being a 
sportsman/sportswoman 
is the trophy stage, not 
everyone is in that stage 
at the same time. While 
shooting the biggest 
buck of your life might 
be your goal this fall, 
there are others who just 
want to put food on the 
table for themselves and 
their family. 
The main argument that 
goes with the notion of 
only shooting big bucks 
is that those hunting for 
meat should shoot does, 
not small bucks. 
However, in New York 
not everyone gets doe 
tags. Yet any hunter who 
buys a big game license 
gets a buck tag. If you 
really want to shoot 
bigger bucks, convince 
the state to give 
everybody a doe tag and 
have buck tags be on a 
draw system.
When you see a picture 
posted on social media, 
the person posting it is 
doing so because they 
are proud of what they 

have done. Most of 
them are looking for 
encouragement and 
support. These hunters 
may be in the Retention 
phase of hunting. 
This is when they are 
deciding, do I still want 
to do this, or do I want 
to give up? So, if you 
are angered by their 
post, be a grown-up and 
just scroll past it. I 
believe the saying is, “If 
you don’t have anything 
nice to say, then don’t.” 
With hunter numbers 
low, the last thing we 
can afford is to lose 
new, young hunters.
When looking beyond 
just social media and 
thinking about in person 
interactions I have 
witnessed while 
working in sporting 
goods retail, there is 
another side to the 
“brotherhood” of 
hunting. Like in many 
families, being the 
toughest seems to be a 
competition. However, 
new hunters do not want 
to hear how hard your 
firearm kicks compared 
to what they are using, 
or how you dragged 

your deer farther or in 
rougher terrain. They 
are looking to be 
included in the hunting 
community, not belittled 
for being new. 
I can’t count how many 
times I would be 
helping a female 
customer trying to find a 
firearm to use and male 
customers would chime 
in to say how much 
better whatever they had 
was compared to what 
the customer was 
looking at. A similar 
conversation would 
happen with young 
hunters looking for low 
recoil options. Many of 
those customers walked 
away with a look of 
defeat or shame because 
they were just told what 
they were looking at 
was not what “real” 
hunters use.
So, when it comes to the 
notion of the 
“brotherhood” of the 
hunting community, it’s 
time to change things 
from the good old boys’ 
club to a welcoming 
community if we want 
our hunting tradition to 
continue.
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BIG DIAMOND REAL ESTATE
Victor Seitles

Broker

117 Ryberg Road, McDonough, NY 13801
(607) 843-6988 • Fax (607) 843-6989

www.bigdiamondre.com

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

LAND FOR SALE
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DRASTIC REDUCTION – GRAYSON DRIVE, NORWICH, NY. 3+/-Acre Building lot 
in exclusive Development. Just a few minutes from Town. Priced............................$14,500

RIVER FRONT – FARM LAND. 26 acres with over 1900 feet of frontage on 
Route 12 north of Norwich. Priced............................................................................$53,400

REDUCED – GRAVEL POTENTIAL.153 acres with magnificent views. excellent 
frontage on both sides of Route 12 north of Norwich, plus frontage on 
Chenango River. Tillable acreage and Woodlands. Excellent hunting. Priced.......$260,000

REDUCED – GRAND VIEW LANE, NORWICH, NY. 96 acres with frontage on 
Route 12 and Grand View Lane. Potential for Gravel, Farming, Commercial or 
Residential. Deer and Turkey in abundance. Priced...............................................$163,000

REDUCED – VIEWS & PRIVACY, OXFORD, NY. 105 acres, open meadows with 
spectacular views, nice trails, large pond abutting stateland. Excellent spot 
for a year round home, hunting property or farmette. Priced..................................$157,000

REDUCED – SPECTACULAR VIEWS, STOCKBRIDGE, NY. 
105 acres with one third open, two thirds wooded mostly hardwoods on maintained 
road with electric. Priced to move at.......................................................................$147,000

SHERBURNE, NY –  SHERBURNE ELECTRIC. 40 acres with frontage on Route 80 
and Dewey Road. Mostly open with fantastic views. Some woods with soft and 
hard wood, abuts golf course. Priced........................................................................$99,999

MCDONOUGH, NY. 24.4 acres with a nice balance of meadows and woods. 
Excellent frontage on two maintained roads with electric. Near state hunting and 
fishing. Perfect for farmette, year round home or hunting camp. Priced...................$49,000

SEPTIC AND WELL – PLYMOUTH, NY. 30 acres, nice balance of meadows and 
woods, great views, excellent road frontage ratio on maintained road with electric. 
Stream runs through property. Perfect for year round home, farmette or 
hunting camp............................................................................................................$75,000

MAJOR TROUT STREAM – GREENE, NY. Page Brook flows through center of 
this 12 acre parcel with more land available, nice balance of meadows and woods, 
great views on Wylie road a maintained road with electric. 
Possible owner financing.......................................................................................$48,000

GREENE, NY. 6 acre parcel, with more land available, frontage on major trout stream. 
Open meadow, on corner of Page Brook and Wylie roads both maintained roads 
with electric. Possible owner financing..................................................................$30,000

GREENE, NY. 5 acres, with more land available, open and wooded on Page Brook 
road a maintained road with electric. Possible owner financing............................$25,000

PRIVACY AND VIEWS – GREENE, NY. A private drive leads from King road, a maintained 
road with electric, through the woods to an open meadow with great views. 31 acres with 
property on both sides of road to insures privacy, nice balance of meadows and woods. 
Tillotson creek runs the entire width of property. Possible Owner Financing.........$62,000

Make sure you are
READY to SEE 

it ALL

We Do
Fill Outside 
Prescriptions

DEER 
PROCESSING

At The Boss Farm For Over 25 Years
Skinned • Cut • Ground

•Vacuum Sealed 
•Italian Sausage

• Breakfast Sausage 
• Caping for Mounts • Skull Caps

1545 Cty. Hwy. 25, Richfield Springs, NY 13439

www.deerprocessingny.com
315-868-6705

Specialty Meats Available
We’ve partneered with at third party to bring 

you Venison Jerkies and other specialty meats.
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OMAX
Water Jet



Going Old School
By Eric Davis 
Outdoor Chenango 

Columnist

As the whitetail rut has 
tapers off towards the 
end of regular firearm 
season, deer hunting can 
become a drag as many 
deer movement during 
daylight seems to come 
to a screeching halt. 
The urge to find a hot 
doe that keeps bucks on 
their feet at all hours of 
the day has passed, so 
they may become 
nocturnal due to hunting 
pressure brought on by 
gun season. There are 
two things you can do to 
try to harvest a buck late 
in the season.
The first thing is to take 

some time off from 
hunting and let the area 
you hunt rest then hunt 
food sources. Studies 
have shown that it takes 
3 days for the deer 
activity to return to 
normal after a stand is 
hunted. So, by letting 
your area rest for a week 
or more, the deer may 
start moving during 
daylight again. Then 
only hunt on major 
fronts moving in, 
particularly extreme 
cold fronts.
Bucks burn through 
their fat reserves during 
the rut and need to 
replenish them before 
harsh winter weather 
hits. Feeding becomes 
priority number one to 
them. When heavy cold 
fronts approach, deer 
will feed ahead of the 
front and after it hits, 
sometimes even during 
the front hitting. 
Carbohydrates are easily 
converted to fat 
reserves, so food 
sources heavy in 
carbohydrates are the 
best bet. Leftovers from 
crop harvest are easy 
pickings if the snow 
hasn’t covered them up.
Corn fields that are 
harvested with a 
combine usually have a 
lot of food left in them 
compared to those cut 
for silage. In the big 

woods, look for oak 
flats. Acorns that fell 
earlier in the fall will 
become more palatable 
after they sit and release 
some of their tannins. 
I’ve seen oak flats in the 
muzzleloader season 
that look like someone 
walked through with a 
rototiller due to how 
hard the deer were 
scraping up the ground 
to find acorns. Late 
season food plots such 
as turnip and radishes 
are designed to attract 
deer once the cold 
weather hits.
The second method you 
can try is to make them 
move by doing deer 
drives. Deer drives are 
looked at negatively by 
some deer hunters but 
are a great way to punch 
a tag on limited time to 
hunt. A deer drive 
generally consists of 
two parts, sitters and 
drivers, and operate by 
having the sitters set in 
places where they can 
shoot safely as deer are 
getting away from the 
drivers.
While the notion of the 
drive seems simple, 
there are some finer 
points that need to be 
addressed to increase 
their success rate. The 
greatest point for drive 
success is safety. 
Knowing where each 

sitter is and roughly 
where each driver will 
walk let’s everyone 
know safe shooting 
directions. The wind 
direction can play a big 
factor in a drive’s 
success. Ideally, the 
sitters should be facing 
into the wind while the 
drivers walk with the 
wind at their back, 
blowing their scent 
towards the sitters. This 
allows deer to smell the 
drivers and try to get 
away downwind without 
smelling the sitters and 
avoiding them. 
Another factor is the 
speed of the drivers. In 
the words of a 
gentleman, I learned to 
hunt with, “I prefer my 
deer walking, not 
running.” While the 
point is to get the deer 
up and moving, if the 
deer are at full speed, 
the sitters won’t get 
good shot opportunities. 
When I am a driver, I 
like to take three to five 
steps and then stop for 
three seconds. 
If a sitter shoots, drivers 
should stop walking for 
at least 30 seconds that 
way the sitter can get a 
bearing on where a hit 
deer runs before any 
more deer come out in 
the drive. When 
performed safely and 
correctly, deer drives are 
great ways to fill tags.
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Fast, Dependable Towing and Roadside
Assistance for Any Size Vehicle

Oneonta
607-432-0005

24-Hour Wrecker
& Flatbed Service
• Accident Cleanup
• Off Road Recovery
• Local & Long Distance 

Towing

Road Service
• Heavy, Medium, Light

Call us direct for any towing 
or road service needs!
All Motor Clubs Accepted

OWNED & OPERATED 
BY BILL SMITH
• Prompt Professional Service
• Fully Licensed & Insured

CERTIFIED OPERATORS

Stamford
607-214-5400

Cobleskill/Middleburgh
518-254-0000

Licensed RE Associate Broker
Pearl “Ruby” Torres

Direct 845-461-5132
pearlrubytorres@kw.com

HUDSON
VALLEY NORTH

Each office independently owned and operated 

GREAT INVESTMENT

$209,000

137 and 139 MAIN ST. 
MIDDLEBURGH, NY 12122

SALE INCLUDES:
• Single Family Home

1627 SQ. FT.
• Mechanic Shop

1900 SQ FT.

• Single family ranch with all large rooms
• Large country kitchen, master bedroom

with dressing room
• Covered porch looking at beautiful 

views
• Rented and tenant wishes to stay
• Established mechanic shop with 

office, lobby retail area, two bays, 
two overhead doors, storage 
basement and room for at least 
20 cars

• Current tenant has been there 
nine years and wishes to stay

• Great owner occupied with easy 
commute to work, business located 
right next door and great visibility.

CONTACT ME FOR MORE DETAILS OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.
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If you are getting into 
fishing, waterfowl 
hunting, or trapping you 
will likely need to buy 
waders of some sort in 
the future. The difficult 
thing is knowing what 
you are looking at when 
facing the mountain of 
boxes full of waders in 
the store.
Waders come in two 
main varieties: hip 
waders and chest waders. 
Hip waders are 
essentially a pair of 
boots that extended up 
your legs to your thighs. 
There are two separate 
boots, one for each leg. 
Hip waders most 
commonly are made of 
rubber or PVC. Hip 
waders easier to put on 
and take off, cost less 
than chest waders, and 
are often all you need on 
small shallow streams.

Wading through 
Waders

Chest waders are like a 
combination of boots, 
pants and the bottom of a 
shirt all sewn together 
and waterproof. Chest 
waders are a one-piece 
unit, and are commonly 
made of neoprene, PVC, 
or nylon with a Gore-Tex 
membrane. 
You can get chest waders 
that have insulation in 
the foot section for 
added warmth. There are 
even fleece line waders 
for fighting off the cold 
in the late waterfowl 
seasons. Chest waders 
can also come in 
stocking-foot styles 
where you put a wading 
shoe or boot over the 
sock or stocking type 
foot of the wader. Being 
able to change the 
wading show allows you 
to match the sole of the 
shoe to the bottom you 
are walking on. 
Breathable waders have 

become very popular 
among fly fishermen 
these waders allow 
perspiration and some 
heat to escape out of the 
waders without letting 
any water in. Breathable 
waders are also 
extremely lightweight 
making them easy to 
maneuver in. Chest 
waders are more 
expensive than hip 
waders but provide 
coverage in deeper water 
and added warmth by 
having your core inside 
of the waders instead of 
out in the elements.
When it comes to 
waders, just like with 
regular shoes, the sole of 
the boot can vary wildly. 
Felt soles have long been 
the choice when fishing 
on slick bottoms. Lately, 
felt soles have become a 
target in the fight against 
aquatic invasive species 
(AIS) as the felt can trap 
micro-organisms that can 
be introduced into a 
different body of water. 
Rubber soles would be 
the common sole style 

for boot-foot chest 
waders. 
Rubber soles are good 
for use in muddy or 
swampy bottoms but can 
have bad traction on 
slick flat rocks. Studded 
soles are just like 
studded snow tires, they 
have small metal studs 
protruding from them so 
they can grip on smooth 
surfaces better. There are 
studded rubber soles and 
studded felt soles 
available. Studded 
rubber soles could be 
used in place of 
traditional felt sole boots 
as they will provide grip 
on slick rocks and slimy 
bottoms but are tough to 
clean after going through 
muddy bottoms.
Once you have your 
waders, there are a few 
other pieces of gear that 
can come in very handy. 
When using chest 
waders, if you go too 
deep and water comes 
over the top of the 
waders, they can fill 
quickly and pull you 
under water. A wading 
belt, which is cinched 
around your waist, limits 
the amount of water that 
can get into the waders. 
The socks you wear with 

your waders can make a 
big difference. Do not 
use cotton socks as they 
will lose any insulation 
value if they become 
wet, and your feet will 
almost always get wet 
from sweat in waders. 
Socks with a high 
amount of wool will 
keep their insulation 
value even when they get 
wet. Whenever you are 
done with your waders, 
you should store them 
properly. The first step is 
to dry them out 

completely on the inside. 
Use a boot dryer with 
added wader extensions 
to dry to boot part of the 
waders out. 
Then hang the waders so 
their outside will dry. 
Hang the waders by the 
boot, not by the top, to 
avoid stretching the 
material of the waders 
out by dangling the 
heavy boot section. You 
can buy a boot hanger 
for under ten bucks and 
it will make your waders 
last longer.
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We Carry Pete Rickard Scents and Lures

Also Carry Black Widow Deer Lures

Tues.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-12

Real Estate Services howardhanna.com

6095 State Hwy. 12, Norwich, NY 13815

office: 607-336-8080

39 Main Street, Sidney, NY 13838

office: 607-563-1020

HUNT • FARM • RECREATION

LAND PARCELS
#131776 EXCELLENT VIEWS Come with this 2.11 acres. Ready to build. Small stream and apple trees. 
200 feet of road frontage..................................................................................................................................................................$15,000

#131672 OWN SOME DIRT! Here’s 11 acres, ripe for your dream! Mostly wooded acreage, just 20 minutes 
from Oneonta or Sidney..................................................................................................................................................................$39,000 

#129839 FIFTY EIGHT ACRES! Already built road leads into property. Surrounded by aged maple & 
oak trees. 5 acres tillable, mostly forest! READY, set, GO!..............................................................................................................$78,800

#132655 HUNTING/RECREATION LAND 85 ACRES. 4-wheeling trails, a stream, an apple orchard. 
Comes w/2BR camper...................................................................................................................................................................$115,000

#124161 GREAT HUNTING! Woods, meadows & beaver pond. 187 Acres, both sides of road. No gas lease! 
Owner will consider splitting...........................................................................................................................................................$187,500

#132566 ABSOLUTELY 
PRISTINE 5 Private 
Acres, tucked a mile 
out of town. 3BR/2BA, 
w/new Everything! 
Fire pit, Gardens, 
Woods...Ready to 
go?...................$145,000

#131517 PRIVATE & 

BUCOLIC! 6 Acres & 
a 3BD/1BA, PLUS 
2 half baths home. 
Unwind by the stream 
w/waterfalls.Visit
www.jhalesells.com
.....................$329,900 

#132242 UNIQUE HOME 

On 19.48 wooded 
and private acres. 
Large open floor plan, 
2-master bedroom 
suites w/attached baths. 
Come enjoy nature’s 
views...............$179,900

#131837 CERTIFIED 
ORGANIC 2005 M/F 
home overlooks 35, 
very private acres. 
Borders STATE 
LANDS!28 x 60 
Barn w/wood 
furnace.......$349,900

#132151 FIRST TIME 
OFFERED Custom built, 
cedar sided home, on 
17+ acres. Mature fruit 
trees, stone walls, pond. 
3BR/2.5BA. Must see in 
person!...........$399,000

#131251 CUSTOM 
CONTEMPORARY
Surrounded by 30+ 
acres. 3BR, 2.5BA 
home with w/lots 
of special 
features!........$465,000 

#132564 BORDERS 
STATE LAND 90 Acres 
at end of dead-end road. 
75% open w/barns & 
drilled well. Good sized 
pond. Ideal hunting 
grounds...........$180,000

#131779 RANCH HOME 

On 98 ACRES! 3BR/2BA, 
KIT Island. C/A, covered 
porch that overlooks 
rolling hills for miles. 
2-car garage. . .$275,000

#129996 OWN THE 

FARM! 100+ Acres, 
5BR/2.5BA farmhouse 
w/1st floor in-law suite. 
2 Wells, new septic! 
Two barns. Ready for 
crops..............$330,000

#130571 RETURN TO 
THE LAND 118 acres 
for crops/pastures.
Barns are in great shape. 
3BR/1BA farmhouse. 
Plus, older singlewide 
for income 
stream............$549,000

GUN SHOP
SIDNEY, NY

(607) 561-9050
60 MAIN ST., SIDNEY, NY

WWW.GUNNERSDREAM.COM
Tues.- Fri. 11-6; Sat. 10-4

• FIREARMS
• AMMO
• FFL
  DEALER
• CERAKOTE 

SERVICES 
• BUY
• TRADE
• CONSIGN



It is that magical time 
of year for outdoor 
recreationalists because 
there are so many 
different options of 
what to do. Archery 

So Many 
Options

season began October 
1, the salmon are 
running in the Salmon 
River, pheasant and 
duck seasons begin 
Saturday October 16. 
With so much to 
choose from, how can 
you decide what to do 
with your limited time 

off? Use the weather to 
help you decide.
If rain is in the forecast, 
consider skipping an 
archery hunt and hit the 
swamp for wood ducks. 
Rainy days are often 
called ducky days. The 
churning of the water 
from the rain mixes up 
invertebrates and plant 
seeds in the water and 
makes them easier for 
the ducks to feed on. 
Rain also hides 
camouflaged hunters 
better by limiting the 
ducks’ visibility. A 

spinning wing decoy 
will get incoming 
ducks to try landing 
with it so put this 
where you want to be 
shooting and leave a 

little pocket around it. 
Early in the season, a 
decoy spread of a 
dozen or two is all you 
need. 
If it is supposed to be 
warm and dry, an 
upland bird hunt can be 
a great way to enjoy an 
autumn day. The DEC 
stocks pheasants on 
some pieces of state 
land, so put on your 
blaze orange with 
either some buddies 
and/or your hunting 
dog. Work into the 
wind with your dog so 
they can get the scent 
of any birds. If hunting 
without a dog, walk in 
a line with the hunters 
spaced apart so birds 
can’t run through 
between them. Just be 
mindful that archery 
season is open so make 
sure you are following 
proper safe handling of 
your firearms and are 
careful of your 
shooting directions.
Warm days may also 
call for getting cooled 
down in a creek or 
river. You might catch 
the tail end of the 
salmon run up north or 
you might find brown 
trout getting ready to 
spawn in rivers locally. 
Fall bass fishing can be 
fun as they are feeding 
aggressively to get 
ready for winter. As 

they chase baitfish in 
shallow, topwater baits 
can lead to some 
spectacular action.
If a cold front comes 
in, it may be best to sit 

in a treestand or ground 
blind. Cold overnight 
temperatures can lead 
to deer feeding longer 
into the morning before 
heading to bedding 
areas. As they head to 
lay down, now the sun 
is up and you can get a 
shot. As the day length 
gets shorter, bucks will 
start to use scrapes and 
rubs to mark their 
territory as the rut 
approaches. Rattling 
can be a good 
technique as the bucks 
are establishing 
territories and the 
sound of fighting bucks 
can draw other bucks in 
to get in on the action. 
The first does will start 
to come into heat in 
late October and the 
bucks will start 
cruising trying to find 
the first receptive doe 
of the year. Halloween 
is a favorite day of 
many bowhunters to 
start all day sits.
Do not be afraid to 
double-dip or mix-and-
match your days. Duck 
hunt in the morning 
and then bow hunt in 
the afternoon, or bow 
hunt the morning and 
then hit the pheasant 
field after lunch. With 
so many options 
available, there’s no 
excuse to stay at home!

By Eric Davis 
Outdoor Chenango 
Columnist

If it is supposed to be warm and dry, an 
upland bird hunt can be a great way to 
enjoy an autumn day. The DEC stocks 
pheasants on some pieces of state land
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For The Best In 
Italian Food!

-Pizza -Subs -Calzones
-Pizza Rolls
-Italian Antipasto
-Chicken Siciliano
-Chicken Parmigiana  
-Veal Livornese
-Seafood & Fish Specialties
-Daily Fresh Bread & Rolls

Daily 
Pizza 

Specials!

607-843-6555
Corner S. Canal St., Oxford • Open 7 Days A Week

Roma
PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

Sun. noon to close; Monday-Saturday 11:00 to close

1 Main Street, 
Oxford
607-843-5255

• 12 Big Screen Televisions!
• Sunday NFL Ticket
• Daily Special
• Thursday: Wings Night, 

4 pm to 10 pm
• Friday: Steak & Seafood 

Specials 4 pm to 10 pm
• Local Draft Beers
• Try a Flight of Drafts
• Sunday NFL Specials

Home of the

GIANT

KITCHEN NOW OPENKITCHEN NOW OPEN
Serving Lunch, Dinner & Late Night
Offering a Wide Variety Such As:
• Burgers • Wraps
• Sandwiches • Wings
• Salads • Chili
• Appetizers like Nachos and
   Loaded Fries
Just to Name a Few
Kids Menu Available
Expanded Seating for Your Comfort

When in the Sidney area...

This is the place to eat!

Roma
607-563-8888

25 Union Street, Sidney • Open 7 Days A Week

RISTORANTE AND PIZZERIA

• Italian food at its best • Daily lunch and dinner specials
• Serving your favorite beer and wines

View our full menu at www.romapizza.biz

For The Best In Sports 
Entertainment!

For The Best In 
Italian Food
• Pizza • Subs • Calzones
• Pepperoni Rolls 
• Antipastos • Specialty Pizza
• Beer & Wine

Dinners
Choose from the Best Selection 
of Italian Dinners, cooked the old-fashioned way.

Proud to
be part of 

Norwich since 
1975

Welcome To Nina’s!
PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

Italian & American Lunch 
And Dinner Specials Daily
A Taste of Italy... But in America

PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT
32 South Broad St., Norwich 
607-334-6278
Open 7 Days a Week
www.ninaspizzeria.biz

32 South Broad St., Norwich
PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

$100 OFF
Any Purchase

Original coupons 
only. No copies 
accepted. One coupon 
per customer. Minimum 
purchase of $10.00. 
Expires 12/31/21

COUPON

1 1

Watch For 
New 

Menu!

PASTA
SPECIAL

Mon. & Tues.
Pasta for 2

with 2 salads & 2 Rolls
$1300
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Check Us Out For The Best Selection
Of Hunting And Fishing Needs In The 
Central NY Area!

Largest 
selection 

of long and 
hand guns 

in the 
area

• Lures • Bait • Ammunition
• Fishing Supplies
• Bows • Archery Supplies
• Archery Lanes • Crossbows
• Camping Supplies & Accessories

Firearms and Ammunition Arrive Daily!
NORWICH OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT

5876 County Rd. 32- East River Road, Norwich
607-334-4378

www.norwichope.com
8:00-5:00 Monday-Friday and 8:00-12:00 on Saturday

Gearing Up 
For Fall Fun

In a word, they’re now an investment that when amortized over their many years of 
service aren’t that costly. Of course, for the casual economy-minded camper, the 
array, sizes and styles of tents are more than adequate to fit just about any need.

  Backpacking

  Whether you plan on a short, one-day hike and need only minimal provisions, or 
am embarking on a multi-day trip that will cover many miles, you don’t need to be 
turned into a pack mule totting an obsessively heavier than needed load. Although a 
fanny pack is often sufficient for one-day outings, a well-designed daypack allows 
you to carry quite a bit more and with a high degree of comfort. In addition to 
raingear, food and drink, there’ll be room for such things as cameras, binoculars, 
flashlight, cell phone, firestarters (in case you need to start a reliably safe fire, 
personal first aid items, toiletry needs and a spare pair of dry socks. Today’s 
daypacks are comfortable, spread the weight evenly and many have wide support 
belts that help keep the weight off your shoulders.

  Electronics

  It’s only fitting that in this age of high-tech, where e-mail, Twitter, blogs and 
Facebook have become increasingly commonplace in our society, that it has also 
made its way into our outdoor activities. Although carrying and knowing how to use 
a reliable compass should never go out of favor, tracking and communication 
satellites now play a major role in our outdoor adventures. Trail cameras and laser 
rangefinders have become popular with hunters. Anglers use sonar to seek out fish-
holding structure as well as the fish themselves.

  Much of this starts with the Global Positional Systems (GPS) in our vehicles that 
tell us not only where we are but also how to successfully reach any pre-set locations 
and addresses we entered beforehand and without getting lost. Once on foot or in a 
watercraft on big waters GPS not only tracks our route, but also leads us to pre-set 
locations (called waypoints) we’re seeking to find. It also accurately marks new 
locations we may find so we can easily return to them later.

  The newest rage being used by many hunters are digital trail cams. These units are 
normally attached to trees at various locations where game is expected to frequent, 
and when an animal passes within range of the unit, its digital image is recorded, 
along with the date and time it passed by. The only fault with these motion-activated 
units is they must be set so any foliage that might be moved by wind doesn’t activate 
the shutter. Many new users have been disappointed to discover the unit’s images all 
consist of a leafy branch or high weed that moves with each gust of wind.

  For those who seek to penetrate deep into big woods areas, where a cellphone may 
not work, there are various satellite units that, using GPS, emit a signal if the user 
has an emergency and needs help. These pinpoint the unit and user’s exact location 
so help can readily reach them. Other units also provide updated weather and 
forecasts so the operator can take the necessary steps to “weather the storm.”

  While all these electronics are great and useful, they depend on batteries and may 
also malfunction. So the best, most reliable tools any avid outdoors person can have 
is still knowledge, a good compass, and a healthy dose of common sense.

By Bob McNitt

(Previously published in The Evening Sun)

  Enjoying the outdoors today, regardless of the weather and activity, has never been 
better. Tremendous advances in technology and manufacturing translate to gear that 
wasn’t dreamt of just a few decades ago. From clothing to equipment to electronics, 
there are products that will enhance your time spent outdoors.

Footwear

  The selection of footwear for various needs today is mind boggling. From ultra 
lightweight jogging/hiking shoes to reinforced heavyweight hunting boots, there’s a 
shoe or boot that’s designed especially for the purpose it’s used. From tropical to 
arctic temperatures, desert or swamp, there’s a model that will keep your feet 
comfortable, dry and in cold climates, warm. Just about all come in a variety of 
colors, styles and camouflage patterns. Hunters and hikers, in particular, need 
footwear that’s comfortable, waterproof, and sturdy enough to stand up to rugged 
wear and terrain.

  Clothing

  I’m not sure where to even start on the huge array of today’s outdoor clothing, the 
selection is just too massive and diversified. There’s clothing that 
“breathes,”clothing that whisks away perspiration to keep you warm in winter, and 
even waterproof clothing that does both. For hunters concerned about game catching 
their scent, there’s even charcoal-lined clothing that keeps human scent to a 
minimum. From head to toe, take your pick. Getting a blister from ill-fitting socks is 
largely a thing of the past, what with the huge selection of special-use socks and 
stockings available. Pick a hat for your needs, from those that keep you cool and 
shaded to those that keep you warm and dry.

  Not everyone wants or can afford a big RV, and with gas prices as high as they are, 
more campers are turning to something that’s large and comfortable enough, yet 
light and maneuverable enough to spend as much time camping as possible without 
breaking the bank in the process. From tow-behind hardwalls to economical pop-
ups, there’s a camper to suit every need and budget. Thanks to modern materials, 
today’s campers last far longer than earlier ones, and require minimal maintenance. 



NYS Snowmobiling 

The following are some 
basic questions and 
answers to frequently 
asked questions about 
snowmobiling in New 
York. If you need 
additional information 
please contact your local 
club or NYSSA directly, 
we will try to help. Every 
snowmobiler should take 
the time to look over the 
“Snow mobile Guide” 
published by the Office 
of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation.

RIDING IN NY
Q. I am coming from out 
of state, does my sled 
need to be registered?
A. Unless you are riding 
on one of the days where 
NYS waives the 

registration requirement 
for out of state 
snowmobiles, you must 
have a NY registration. If 
your sled is registered in 
your home state you can 
register your sled online 
at NY DMV.
If you are coming over 
from one of the Canadian 
Provinces you must visit 
a Motor Vehicle Office 
location. Waiver of the 
registration requirement 
does not relieve the 
operator of the 
requirement for liability 
insurance.

Q. What do I need to ride 
a snowmobile in NYS?
A. Every Snowmobile 
operated off the owners 
property must be 
registered in New York 
and have liability 
coverage on the sled.

Q.Must I join a 
snowmobile club?
A. No, but joining a club 
is highly recommended 
and will provide you with 
a discount on your 
registration. The discount 
applies to any 

snowmobile that you 
own.

Q. How do I choose a 
club to join?
A. We recommend that 
you join the club(s)where 
you ride and / or live.

Q. How much insurance 
should I have on my 
sled?
A. NYS Law states the 
minimum insurance you 
must have. You must 
have liability insurance 
which provides coverage 
for any one person 
sustaining bodily injuries 
or death of at least 
$10,000 and for two or 
more persons involved in 
an accident for at least 
$20,000 and at least 
$5,000 for damage to the 
property of another. 
Proof of insurance must 
be carried with you. 
(Parks and Rec Law 
25.13)
Q. Where can I ride?
A. Snowmobiling is only 
permitted on those lands 
where permission has 
been given to ride. There 
are over 10,000 miles of 
designated and 
registration supported 
trails in NYS. Refer to 

the map on our web site 
for information to how 
to access those trails.

FOR BEGINNERS
Q. What should I wear?
A. NYS Law requires 
you to wear a DOT 
approved snowmobile 
helmet that is properly 
fitted. A snowmobile suit 
or jacket and pants is 
recommended, along 
with warm boots and 
gloves.

Q. Can I rent a 
snowmobile in NY?
A. Yes you can. There 
are several businesses 
around the state that rent 
snowmobiles. If you are 
riding for the first time it 
is strongly recommended 
that you consider a 
snowmobile tour where 
someone familiar with 
the local trails will guide 
you. We do provide a list 
on this website (link) of 
businesses that provide 
sleds for rent and 
equipment.

Q. Do I need to take a 
safety course before I 
operate a snowmobile?
A. NYSSA strongly 
recommends that you 

familiarize yourself 
with the sport before 
riding including 
completing safety 
training. Any person 
over eighteen may 
operate a snowmobile 
on lands where public 
snowmobiling is 
permitted without 
taking a snowmobile 
safety course. There 
are online courses 
available for adults.

RULES & SAFETY
Q. Can my child 
operate a snowmobile 
in NYS? A. A child 
between 10 and 14 
may operate a 
snowmobile when they 
hold a snowmobile 
safety certificate and 
are accompanied by a 
person over eighteen 
years of age. A person 
over 14 and under 18 
who holds a safety 
certificate may operate 
a snowmobile as an 
adult on any lands 
where snowmobiling is 
permitted. 

Q. May I operate a 
snowmobile at night?
A. There is no state 
prohibition on 
operating at night but 
there are speed 
restrictions near a 
residences. You must 
exercise increased 
caution when 

operating at night.

Q. What equipment must 
my snowmobile have?
A. State law requires 
specific equipment 
including a headlight (at 
all times), a tail and 
brake light, and a 
properly working 
muffler system. 

ABOUT NYSSA
Q. Who is NYSSA and 
what do they do?
A. NYSSA is the New 
York State Snowmobile 
Association. The 
Association advocates 
for all snowmobilers and 
snowmobile clubs in 
New York.

Q. How can I help 
snowmobiling in NY?
A. Join a club and 
volunteer to help 
maintain the trails you 
ride.

GENERAL
Q. Where does my 
registration money go?
A. Most of your 
registration money goes 
to the State Trail 
Development and 
Maintenance Fund. 
Through the Office of 
Parks, that fund is used 
to support the 230 clubs 
in their trail maintenance 
activities such as 
grooming and building 
bridges.

http://nysnowmobiler.com/
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607-432-0678
114 Southside Drive, Oneonta, NY   

Mon. 10 am - 6 pm, Tues.-Wed. Closed, Thurs.-Sat. 10 am - 6 pm, Sun. Closed

Everything You Need For Your
 Hunting, Fishing and Live Bait Needs!

WE BUY AND SELL USED GUNS!
• Firearms • Ammunition • Scents • Knives

• Bow Accessories and Arrows • Crossbows
 • Hunters Clothing • Tree Stands

• Ice Fishing Accessories and Bait

SAVE
$25
Off Any 
In-Stock 
Firearm

(excluding consignments)
Sportsman Adventures

Expires 11/30/21

SPECIAL ORDERS WELCOME!

Check us out on Facebook!

• Workers’ Comp
• Criminal Defense
• DWI’s & Traffic
• Real Estate
• Wills
• Business Formation

1 West Main Street
Smyrna, NY  13464

Phone: (607) 627-6811
Fax: (607) 627-6816

48 Hale Street
Norwich, NY  13815

Phone: (607) 336-4657
Fax: (607) 336-1628

Scott Clippinger
Attorney at Law

Mary Alyce Sporing
Attorney at Law

Chenango Forest Products
JOHN KOWOLSKI

Professional forester with
50 years experience will 

manage your forest land for 
wildlife, timber production 

or recreational use.

315-691-6721

European Skull
Mounts
Skull Cleaning & Mounting
Camo Dipping Available

315-822-5901
www.cleanskulls.com

LET OUR BEETLES DO THE WORK

Ostrander 

Insurance Agency

A Local Name You Can Trust

518-517-1500
2457 State Route 7, Cobleskill, NY

Call to save.
S1657 Erie lnsurance Exchange, Erie lnsurance Co., Erie Insurance Property & Casualty Co., Flagship Cly 
Insurance Co.. and Erie Famly Life lnsurarce Co. (Erie, PA) or Erie lnsurance Co. of New York (Rochester, 
NY). Details at erieinsurance.com.



Kayaking is a water 
sport that can be 
beneficial to the mind 
and body. Just about 
anyone willing to spend 
a day on the water can 
benefit from learning 
about kayaking and how 
to get started with this 
rewarding activity.
The history of kayaking 
is interesting. The word 
“kayak” means 
“hunter’s boat,” and the 
Inuit used to rely on 
these small vessels to 
catch food by sneaking 
up on their prey from 
the water’s edge. Some 
people still hunt and fish 
from their kayaks, but 
many are happy to use 
them for sightseeing and 
exercising.
“Paddlesports are 

Beginner’s guide to kayaking
increasing in popularity 
among Americans who 
desire to connect with 
the outdoors,” said 
Christine Fanning, 
executive director of 
The Outdoor 
Foundation. The 
Outdoor Foundation and 
The Coleman Company, 
Inc., found in a Special 
Report on Paddlesports 
that 21.7 million 
Americans enjoyed 
paddling on rivers, 
lakes, streams, and other 
waterways in 2014, the 
most recent year for 
which data is available. 
Paddlesports include 
canoeing, rafting, 
kayaking, and stand-up 
paddling.
Learning how to kayak 
does not involve a 

significant initial 
financial investment. 
The outdoor experts at 
REI say there’s a good 
chance a novice kayaker 
will not go out and buy 
a boat immediately. It’s 
important to first get a 
feel for the sport and 
then go from there.
Although it’s not 
absolutely necessary, 
it’s recommended that 
novices take paddling 
lessons to hone their 
kayaking skills. 
Learning the proper 
technique can help 
people avoid strain on 
their neck and back and 
safeguard their arms 
from fatigue. 
Novices should practice 
on calm waters until 
their technique is honed. 

Lakes are a great place 
to learn, as rivers and 
places with mild 
currents can overwhelm 
those new to the sport.
One of the easiest ways 
to get introduced to 
kayaking is to go with 
an experienced paddler 
or tour company. Such 
companies charge a set 
price for an excursion 
that will provide 
transportation to the 
drop site as well as the 
equipment needed for 
the voyage. Tours may 

include travel down 
several miles of a 
relatively calm 
waterway, allowing 
novice kayakers to get a 
feel for paddling and 
take in the scenery.
Getting in and out of a 
kayak can be 
challenging for 
beginners. The resource 
Kayakpaddling.net 
offers helpful 
illustrations and 
animated tutorials about 
entering and exiting 
kayaks as well as 

paddling techniques and 
safety. 
Kayakers should bring 
some essentials along. A 
dry pack can keep 
electronics, food and 
equipment dry. 
Remember to wear 
sunscreen and a hat to 
keep safe from the sun. 
A life vest also is 
essential.
Exercise, fresh air and 
enjoying the open water 
are just some of the 
many draws of 
kayaking.  TF186055
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Open for Lunch 11 am - 4 pm Tues.- Fri.; Dinner Served 4:30 pm - 10:00 pm Tues. - Sat.; Bar Open until 10 pm Fri. & Sat.

64-66 Main Street in downtown Sidney • Exit 9 just off I-88

RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
If you leave a message, we will call you back with confirmation.

CALL 607-604-4330 • CattlemansSteak.com 

• THE FINEST STEAKS
• PREMIUM PRIME RIB OF BEEF
• THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD
• HAPPY HOUR IN THE LOUNGE
• CATTLEMAN’S APPETIZERS & MUCH MORE!

Every Tues thru 
Fri., 4-6 pm

54+ ACRES - BORDERS 

36 HOLE GOLF COURSE
Picture Perfect Home, 
Exquisitely Maintained, 
2,900 sq. ft., open floor plan, 
built in 2003, minutes to 
Interstate 81, pond, 2 car 
attached, quality 
throughout................$499,900

1860 FARMHOUSE on 27+ acres.........................$154,000

SINGLEWIDE ON 10+/- ACRES.
Chenango County....................................................$49,900

57.8 ACRES. Mostly wooded, trails and great 
spots for camping sites..........................................$100,000

58 SURVEYED ACRES. Wooded, Balsam Creek, 
excellent wildlife.......................................................$79,800

RUSTIC CABIN on 40+ acres, borders stateland, 
private setting......................................................... $74,900



By Eric Davis 
Outdoor Chenango 
Columnist

Now is the time to get
ahead of the game and to 
start preparing your ice 
fishing equipment. All it 
takes is one or two harsh 
cold fronts to turn open 
water into solid black ice 
this time of year. Some 
years, there is fishable ice 
before New Year’s Day.

If you are done deer 
hunting and need 
something to do that 
makes you think about the 
outdoors, grab your 
jigging rods and tipups to 
get them ready.

Time to prepare for 
ice fishing season

At the beginning of every 
ice fishing season, I like to 
put fresh line on all of my 
jigging rods. When I 
fished in a lot of bass 
tournaments in high 
school, I put fresh line on 
every week. I didn’t want 
to have a fish break off 
because the line was old 
and weak. While every 
week is a tad extreme for 
the casual ice fisherman, 
once a year should be 
plenty.

Remember not to overfill 
the spool the reel. I stop at 
about 2/3 capacity of the 
spool. This helps control 
the line as it wants to 

unravel off the spool. It 
has the memory from 
being stored on the larger 
spool that you buy it on at 
the store.

If you don’t use spring 
bobbers on your jigging 
rods to watch for strikes, 
give bright colored lines a 
try. I like the Suffix line 
that comes in fluorescent 
orange. This makes it 
easier to watch the line for 
any movement as it 
contrasts with dark black 
ice and with white snow, 
once snow accumulates on 
the ice. Yellow line works 
well also.

For tipup maintenance, I 

like to unspool 10 yards or 
so and inspect the tipup 
line and swivel for any 
noticeable damage. I will 
replace the leader material 
every year. For “small 
fish” tipups, I like to use 6 
pound fluorocarbon and 
for the “big fish” tipups I 
go with either 10 or 12 
pound fluorocarbon.

I typically will make the 
leader 6-8 feet long. If I 
plan on going after big 
toothy fish, such as 
northern pike, I will use 
steel leaders to avoid the 
fish cutting the line. 
Inspect the spool on the 
tiptop to make sure it is 
smoothly spinning.

You may need to put a 
small dab of grease on the 
shaft of the spool to get it 
operating smoothly. Set 
the tipup like you would 
while fishing and make 
sure that the flag is tripped 
when line is taken from 
the spool.

Once I have gone through 
the rods and tipups, I will 

go through my tackle 
boxes to make sure 
everything is organized 
the way I like it. I use a 
small box for my jigs that 
has foam in it so you can 
stick the hook into the 
foam to hold the jig in 
place. I keep my vertical 
jigs on one side and my 
horizontal jigs on the 
other side. They are 
organized by size and 
color so I can quickly 
find a jig if I need to swap 
to what the fish are biting.

I have started 
experimenting with using 
plastic jig trailers as 
opposed to live bait, such 
as spikes or mousies, and 
have a small box where I 
keep the plastics. I don’t 
catch as many fish but 
they tend to all be bigger 
fish when using the 
plastics.

I release 99% of the fish I 
catch usually with only a 
few outings a year 
devoted to helping 
someone else fill the 
freezer (I’m allergic to 
eating fish) so I don’t 
mind catching fewer fish. 
All of the supplies I use 
for tipup fishing I keep in 
their own tackle box. I 
have the hooks organized 
by size, color, and 
whether they are single or 
treble hooks. The sinkers 

and swivels are 
organized by size also.

If you use a fish finder 
or power auger, dig 
them out and give them 
a good once-over. 
Throw any batteries on 
the charger to get them 
ready. If you use a gas 
auger, give the motor 
some attention. If your 
hand auger seemed like 
it wasn’t working as 
great last season, 
consider looking for 
replacement blades. 
You can even find 
places that will swap 
blades with you and 
they will sharpen your 
old blades then swap 
them with another 
fisherman who wants 
fresh blades. Get your 
shanty out and set it up. 
You can see if any 
rodents have chewed on 
the fabric or if the rope 
to pull it needs to be 
replaced before it 
breaks when your out 
on the middle of the 
lake.

As I have come to 
realize, it is often easier 
and less expensive to 
take a few minutes to 
inspect your gear and 
catch something that 
needs to be fixed 
instead of having to 
replace things after they 
break.
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Sean Campbell
Licensed Associate Broker - Realtor

Office: (607) 334-5555
Mobile: (607) 316-8587
Sean1realtor@gmail.com

I am a member of the New York State and the National Association of Realtors, belong to 
2 Multiple Listing Services and I am a Premier Agent with Zillow.  

What this means to you is more potential buyers and sellers to choose from.
If you are looking to sell or to buy,  whether it be residential, commercial, farms or land... Let Me Help.  

I will provide exceptional personal service. 

  Give me a call today.

Lovely views of rolling hills and the beautiful 
Canasawacta Creek adorn this gem of a property 
consisting of 29 acres. Don’t miss your chance on 
this once in a life time land to hunt, fish or build 
your escape from city living. Only five minutes to 
Norwich, one hour to Utica, Cooperstown, Oneonta, 
Binghamton, Syracuse and the Finger Lakes. 
Three and a half hours to NYC. Seller 
has a Real Estate Brokers License.........$74,000

Just listed. Stately and beautiful 5 BR; 
3 1/2 bath in this 3900 sq. ft. home on 
64 acres in Oxford, NY. The abundant living 
space of this home will surely become the 
gathering place for your family and friends. 
The property also has a two story, red-vinyl 
sided barn with five horse stalls as well as 
plenty of storage for your outside toys and 
an oversized 3-car, two story garage. The 
second floor of the garage is a massive 
open space which can readily be converted 
into an office, a studio or an apartment. 
The possibilities are endless with 
this property................................$439,900

Come check out this captivating rustic country home 
on 41 acres with inviting pond, 3 bedrooms and 
2 full bathrooms in a private, spacious woodland 
setting just outside of Sherburne, NY! First floor 
features open concept great room with a hardwood 
floor, exposed beams, cathedral ceiling with sky-
lights and natural stone fireplace. A custom kitchen 
showcases handmade maple cabinets, Stainless 
steel appliances, and soapstone countertops. 
A large entryway, one bedroom, a full bath, and 
utility/mudroom are also found downstairs. Efficient 
radiant floor heat warms the downstairs. This home 
has a 2 1/2 car garage providing room for ample 
storage or a workshop. Garage has generous 
second floor attic space and large bays underneath 
for equipment storage. Outside decks wrap around 
the house and garage and overlook the pond 
and surrounding woods providing 
beautiful views.......................................$359,900

Fully operational Bar and Grill now known as 
Shenanigans 62 in McDonough, NY. Large 
pavilion to host outside events and increase 
business opportunities. Excellent snowmobile 
business in the winter as it is located on a main 
snowmobile trail. Don’t miss this opportunity 
be your own BOSS in upstate 
New York!.....................................$245,000

RESULTS that move you!

EmpireWirelessllc.com
Downtown Sherburne, NYDowntown Sherburne, NY

Watch HD TV 
anywhere and pay 
only for the months 
you use with no 
long-term 
commitments!

WE MAKE IT EASY  to take the TV and WiFi 
you love and need with you to the great outdoors.

BRING BOTH WITH YOU
on your camping, 
fishing & hunting trips.

PORTABLE SATELLITE TV 
ANTENNA AND A PORTABLE 
WiFi INTERNET AVAILABLE 
THRU EMPIRE WIRELESS LLC.
Call for details or stop in for a demo!

VIRTUALLY 
ANYWHERE!

TOP 120 
$6999 with Hopper

No commitment, no credit check, no contract.
25-800 GB/month available.
(Depends on location)
Prices are $70-$183/month.
Activation fees may apply.

EMPIRE

and voice remote. 
  $5 extra per TV. Some
     restrictions may apply.

607-674-9529


